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Department Honors Distinguished Alumni
 The Department of  Animal Science presented its 
2014 Awards of  Distinction during the its annual 
awards and scholarship luncheon. 
 The recipients are: Advanced Graduates of  Distinc-
tion – Charles R. Looney, who earned a B.S. degree in 
1978 and a M.S. degree in 1979; Jeff  Miller, Ph.D. ‘91.
 Graduates of  Distinction – Kevin D. Clark, B.S. ‘86; 
Roger C. Crum Jr., B.S. ‘60; Joe D. Pagan, B.S. ‘79.
 Looney started his own company, OvaGenix, in 1999 
after a long and successful career in the embryo trans-
fer field. While he was working with 
Granada Biosciences he was part of  the 
team that produced the first embryo de-
rived bovine clones and the first recom-
binant bFSH/LH. He was also part of  
the team that produced the first trans-
genic cloned calves and the first adult 
cloned bull, while at Ultimate Genetics, 
which he founded.  
 Miller was a loan officer before being promot-
ed to vice president of  Union Bank of  Mena, where 
he worked until 2009. Since, he has been 
Chairman of  the Agriculture department 
of  Southern Arkansas University. An ad-
vocate for modern, high yield Agriculture, 
his current research interest is in developing 
novel methods for introducing agricultural-
ly naïve students to the science of  Agricul-
ture.
 Clark has not only been at the helm of  several com-
panies, he has started and sold a few as well. He has 
managed multinational operations, sourced investors 
and brokered mergers and acquisitions. All 
while developing, manufacturing and sell-
ing products that require FDA approval. 
He is a founding member of  the Arkansas 
Biotech Association; served as an Exec-
utive Committee member of  the U of  A 
Technology  Development Foundation; 
and been on the advisory board of  Arkan-
sas Bio Ventures.
 Crum has been involved in several organizations over 
the years, including the American Society of  Animal 
Science, Poultry Science Association, Na-
tional Feed Ingredients Association and 
the Ingredient Association Council. He has 
worked: as a senior associate with Context 
Consulting; Area Director, North America 
for SmithKline Animal Health; and Vice 
President, Sales & Marketing for the Mi-
crobial Genetics Division and Director, 
Poultry and Feed Industry accounts in the Nutrition & 
Industry Markets group of  Pioneer Hi-Bred.
 Pagan founded Kentucky Equine Research in 1988, 
an international research, consulting and 
product development firm dealing in the 
areas of  equine nutrition and sports med-
icine. Under his leadership, KER has be-
come a consultant to feed manufacturers 
on six continents. He is the editor of  the 
four volume Advances in Equine Nutrition 
Series. }
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The Arkansas Chapter of  Gamma Sigma Delta held 
their annual student competition in March, at the Pau-
line Whitaker Animal Science Center. Encompassing 
students from across the Dale Bumpers College of  Ag-
riculture Food and Life Sciences, the competition is a 
chance for students to present their research in a com-
petitive setting. 
The competition consists of  both oral and poster pre-
sentations in three separate categories: Undergraduate, 
Masters and PhD. This year there were a total of  70 
student abstracts entered, which is up from the number 
entered last year. Dr. Ken Coffey, president of  Gamma 
Sigma Delta, stated that he was very impressed with the 
participation and the quality of  work in this year’s com-
petition. 
The Department of  Animal Science swept both the 
oral and poster presentations in the Undergraduate cate-
gories. In the oral: Claire Crews placed first, she present-
ed “Isoflupredone acetate as ancillary therapy for bovine 
respiratory disease in high-risk stocker calves.” Rachel 
Cummins presented her work on the “Palatability of  
teff  grass by horses,” she placed second. In third place, 
Lensey Watson’s work was focused on “Hair shedding 
scores relating to maternal traits and productivity in 
beef  cattle.” In the poster competition Taylor Drane 
won top honors with her work on “Magnesium bio-
availability from dolomitic limestone using ram lambs;” 
while Kelsey Basinger placed second with her research 
on the “Application “tenderstretch” and “tendercut” to 
goat carcasses.” 
Elizabeth Backes, an Animal Science PhD candidate 
won third place in the PhD poster category. She present-
ed “Grazing and feedlot performance, and carcass qual-
ity measurements of  beef  cattle surgically castrated at 
different stages of  maturity with or without analgesia.”
Gamma Sigma Delta is the international honor society 
of  agriculture. The local chapter supports the student 
competition; provides scholarships for undergraduate 
students; and recognizes excellence in research, teach-
ing and extension education through faculty awards. }
Animal Science students: Taylor Drane, Kelsey Basinger, Elizabeth 
Backes and Lensey Watson all placed in the competition.
ANSC Student Abstracts 
Place High in Gamma 
Sigma Delta Competition
Moms on the Farm to Host Second Annual Tour
 A group of  female faculty and staff  across the Uni-
versity of  Arkansas System Division of  Agriculture 
and the Dale Bumpers College of  
Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences 
and others involved with agriculture 
will host the Moms on the Farm tour 
Thursday, April 29, from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m.
 The tour will include trips to beef, 
poultry and dairy farms; followed 
by cooking demonstrations by the 
Arkansas Cattlewomen. The tour 
begins at the Benton County Ex-
tension office (1204 SW 14th St.) in 
Bentonville, and participants will be 
transported by bus to tour locations.
 The Moms on the Farm tour is free 
and lunch will be provided, but seats 
are limited. Non-farm moms planning to attend the 
event are registered on a first-come first-served basis. 
The deadline to register is April 25.
 The goal of  the tour is to help mothers understand 
more about agricultural production, food safety and 
nutrition and experience Northwest 
Arkansas agriculture first-hand. “We 
are really excited to share agriculture 
with the women of  Northwest Ar-
kansas,” said Janeal Yancey, event or-
ganizer and UA meat scientist.
The Arkansas Cattlewomen will con-
clude the tour with beef  and dairy 
food cooking demonstrations. “Typ-
ically, people feel more knowledge-
able about doing their taxes than 
about making healthy food decisions 
for their families,” said Yancey. 
 For more information or 
to register, contact Janeal Yancey at 
870-688-4247 or jws09@uark.edu. 
Additional information about the Moms on the Farm 
tour can be found on Facebook at http://www.face-
book.com/MomsOnTheFarmTour. }
 On April 24, the Department of  Animal Science hosted a 
seminar by Dr. Jose Carreia de Simas. Presented to approx-
imately 125 students, faculty and staff; the seminar, titled 
Enough: The Fight for a Food Secure Tomorrow, was the sec-
ond global Food Opportunities seminar to be presented. 
 De Simas is responsible for the Product Development team, 
in the research and development area of  Elanco Animal Health. 
Over the last 12 years, he has held positions internationally and 
in corporate offices with technical, sales and marketing, and 
research and development organizations. Dr Simas earned his 
masters and doctorate in animal nutrition and physiology from 
the University of  Arizona with post-doctoral work at the Uni-
versity of  Sao Paulo in Brazil.
 Before de Simas gave his presentation, Animal Science stu-
dents Kelsy Bryant and Jessie Hargis gave presentations on 
their experiences while studying abroad. }
ANSC Hosts ENOUGH: The Fight For a Food Secure Tomorrow
